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Wharves - Our Highways to the Sea Threatened

Eastern Passage, NS

The way of life of many coastal communities is threatened.  Federal funding for coastal infrastructures has declined dramatically, and in some cases, has stopped completely.  For the smaller communities, the way of life, inherently connected to the ocean, is slowly disappearing, creating a ripple effect upon our coastal populations  -  out-migration of youth, withdrawal of essential services, and deterioration of health.

Coastal Communities Network (CCN) brought together concerned citizens and representatives from coastal organizations, including Harbour Authorities, tourism, yachting, and non-profit wharf associations, in Eastern Passage on January 20 2005 to discuss the condition of harbours and wharves.  The key issue heard around the meeting tables at the Fisherman’s Cove Centre was “lack of funding, lack of resources”.  

The Harbour Authorities were created by the Department of Fisheries and Oceans in 1987 as a way for local communities to manage with less federal resources.  Harbour Authorities must pay the daily maintenance bills such as power, snow & garbage removal and minor repairs through berthing fees or other revenue they create.   They also write proposals to gain funding for major repairs and business plans.  Many are not managing well, are under-funded and are ill-equipped to deal with the management and maintenance of the harbours and wharves.  According to the Coastal Community Network report, “Between the Land and Sea”, currently, 21% of our most active harbours register substandard performance ratings.  Volunteer burn-out and turn-over is a common result.  

Without wharves, people cannot fish.  They are the highways fishermen use to get to work and they bring substantial dollars to the Nova Scotian economy.  Fish and other ocean-related products make up 20% of Nova Scotia’s exports.  In 2002 over 1.2 billion dollars was gained through the export of fish.  Canada’s Ocean Playground draws 1 billion a year in tourist dollars and most tourism organizations know that people come to see our coastal villages. 

Lack of involvement on the broader issue of sustainability from the federal and provincial governments has created the feeling that this issue does not resonate outside of coastal communities.  Meeting participants felt that all levels of government must be involved in discussions of strategy and funding. 

Representatives talked about the high degree of regulation by the federal government in the way that harbours and wharves operate.  In some cases, over-regulation and lack of coordination between agencies and departments has caused stoppages on essential maintenance.  John Charles, a planner with the Halifax Regional Municipality, took part in the discussions and emphasized the need for local government to become more involved.  “Coastal issues come up time and time again in the process of our regional planning, and it is part of the HRM’s goals and objectives to address coastal issues”.

As a result of the January 20th discussions, three regional meetings are planned to take place in March 2005, with the purpose of creating more public awareness, and a shift in political priorities.  The social and economic value of Nova Scotia’s harbours and wharves will continue to be communicated and included in strategic planning for these importance coastal infrastructures.  
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Ishbel Munro, Executive Director

Coastal Communities Network, at (902) 485-4754

coastalnet@ns.sympatico.ca
www.coastalcommunities.ns.ca
The Coastal Communities Network provides a forum to encourage dialogue and share information that promotes the enhancement of our rural and coastal communities. 

“A Large Voice for Rural Nova Scotia”
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