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Winter 2003 Update

A partnership between the Coastal Communities Network (CCN) and the

Atlantic Health Promotion Research Centre at Dalhousie University

Nova Scotia, Canada

“…building community capacity to use research for policy change that

contributes to the health and sustainability of rural communities.”

Community-University Research Alliance (CURA) Funding Extension

The Rural Communities Impacting Policy (RCIP) project has received an extension of its CURA funding for two more years (2004-2006) from the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada.

RCIP Project Objectives 2004 - 2006

1) To enhance skills, capacities and infrastructure that enable communities to participate in upcoming opportunities for policy consultation;
2) Ongoing collection of data in response to community needs;

3) Further engagement with CCN members to support policy change strategies;

4) Incorporation of feedback to improve student intern and community training programs;

5) Communications and knowledge transfer activities for national and international audiences.

6) Evaluation of the RCIP Project including: lessons learned, impacts on policies affecting rural communities and effectiveness of project activities.

Work Groups

· Rural Indicators Work Group

Providing input into developing tools and information sources that are readily accessible, easy to use, and relevant to the issues facing rural communities. e.g. Rural Report

· Rural Policy Work Group

Helping individuals and community-based organizations to better understand the policy-making process and providing access to practical, hands-on tools that support policy change efforts. e.g. Rural Tackle Box
· Student Training Work Group

Offering input into the development of student internship opportunities that benefit both the student and the community.

· Community Training Work Group

Contributing to the development of workshops and other training materials that help community members make effective use of the tools and information generated by the RCIP project. e.g. RCIP community workshops
Major Activities

Rural Report

Our new report, “Painting the Landscape of Rural Nova Scotia”, provides a wealth of information about many aspects of rural life – population trends, economy, education, environment, and health. Available in your local library, from CCN, or at www.ruralnovascotia.ca 

RCIP Website and Rural Tackle Box - “The Policy Change Process”

Practical tools and information to help carry out research and develop policy change strategies. The information within the Rural Tackle Box is a combination of documents developed from within the RCIP project and external sources. Available at www.ruralnovascotia.ca
Community Training

Community trainers offer workshops to help community groups learn about policy change and how to make it happen:

· Introduction to Policy and Policy Change
· Research and Policy Change
· Using the RCIP Tools for Doing Social Science Research and

· Creating a Policy Change Strategy
To book a workshop in your community, contact CCN at: coastalnet@ns.sympatico.ca or by phone at: 902-485-4754

Student Training

RCIP Student Interns are placed with community sponsors during the summer months (May-Aug) to work on community research projects. For 2004, Interns will be placed with community groups working on policy change strategies.

Rural Policy Forum and RCIP Planning Session – February 26-28, 2004

Open to any interested parties, the Forum and Planning Session will demonstrate putting “ideas into action” in support of community groups working toward policy change. The purposes of the Forum and Planning Session are: 

1) to explore key issues affecting rural communities in Nova Scotia; 

2) to determine how social science research can be used to address these issues;

3) to develop policy change strategies that involve community engagement;

4) to make plans for the next two years of the RCIP Project in the context of the RCIP Project objectives.

Six policy issues that currently affect many rural communities will be the subject of workshop presentations and discussions. Following the workshops, a plenary session will examine how communities can become more engaged in policy change work. These discussions will help set the stage for the next two years of the RCIP Project.
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