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Rural Communities Impacting Policy Project

Fall 2004 Update
The seasons have been going by so quickly, as has the pace of the RCIP Project. In this Fall 2004 Update, we want to give you the latest news about the project and upcoming events.

Rural Policy Forum

The 2nd Annual Rural Policy Forum will be held on February 17-19, 2005 at the Tatamagouche Centre. The program will include an overview of trends and issues affecting rural communities, discussion of policies and research for rural communities, updates on policy change strategies from the 2004 forum, priorities for action in 2005 and beyond. More details about registration and program will be available soon on the RCIP website www.ruralnovascotia.ca and Coastal Communities Network website www.coastalcommunities.ns.ca.

Policy Change Projects

Three policy change projects were launched after the Rural Policy 
Forum in February 2004 – Harbours and Wharf Management in the Upper Bay of Fundy, Funding for Community Development, and Retention of Health Professionals in Rural Communities. During the summer, RCIP Summer Student Interns were assigned to work with the Policy Change Teams on these three issues. RCIP’s Policy Work Group is receiving regular updates about these three projects and a report on progress will be made at the next Rural Policy Forum in February 2005. 

Student Training

Three RCIP Summer Student Interns were hired for the summer of 2004 to provide research support to the policy change projects that were launched from the Rural Policy Forum. The research has been completed, reports written, and dissemination has begun with posting of the three research reports on the RCIP website, under Rural Research, and distribution of hard copies to the project participants. Our thanks go out to the community partners who worked with the interns and RCIP staff to produce high quality research that will be used by community groups and policy makers.

Community Training

RCIP’s Community Training program was launched in the Fall of 2003 and had delivered 100 workshops to over 1000 community participants by March 2004. After an evaluation of the training program, RCIP’s Community Training Work Group made some improvements to the program. We are starting the workshops again this fall with two new trainers – Todd Barr and Andrea Caven. As a reminder, the workshops are offered in four sessions:

Session 1:
Introduction to Policy and Policy Change
This session looks at what public policy is, how it affects our everyday lives and how we as citizens can affect policy change.

Session 2:
Research and Policy Change
This session looks at the role of social science research in a community organization’s policy change work.

Session 3:
Using Tools for Doing Social Science Research
This session is about how to access some useful tools in doing social science research as part of policy change work, including how to make best use of RCIP’s website.

Session 4:
Creating a Policy Change Strategy
This session works on actual policy issues that community groups identify for development of a policy change strategy.

If you would like to book a training session for your community group, contact Todd Barr at (902) 494-3094 todd.barr@dal.ca or

Andrea Caven (902) 895-0422 amcaven@eastlink.ca
Community Data Forum

The Rural Indicators Work Group of the Rural Communities Impacting Policy (RCIP) Project is hosting this forum on November 26, 2004 at Agritech Park in Truro. This event will be of interest to groups providing data for community uses and community groups with experience using data for research. The purpose of the forum is to explore ways of integrating and linking key data sources for easier access by community groups. The forum will address three questions:

1. What data do communities need?

2. How can the data be made more accessible?

3. How can data sources be integrated or linked? 

For more information, or to register, contact Malcolm Shookner at (902)-494-1590 or Malcolm.Shookner@dal.ca.

RCIP Project Evaluation

The RCIP Project has contracted with Horizons Community Development Associates to work with us on the evaluation of the project. A participatory model of evaluation will be used which builds on the strengths and values the contributions of everyone involved. It will include both process and outcome measures. The evaluator will develop methods of data collection, analysis and interpretation that are consistent with this approach. An Evaluation Work Group has been established to guide the evaluation and ensure that it reflects the views of the partners. 

RCIP: The Next Five Years

As we near completion of the fourth year of the RCIP Project, we are looking ahead to the next five years – 2006-2011. This partnership between the Coastal Communities Network and the Atlantic Health Promotion Research Centre is working well enough that we would like to do more work together in support of Nova Scotia’s rural communities. We will be discussing “the next five years” at the Rural Policy Forum in February 2005. If you have any ideas of what we could be doing in the future, get in touch with the RCIP Project Coordinator, Malcolm Shookner, (902)-494-1590 or Malcolm.Shookner@dal.ca
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