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Rural Communities Impacting Policy Project

Winter 2005 Update
Plans for the Rural Policy Forum 2005 are in high gear! In this Winter 2005 Update, we want to give you the latest news about the project.

Rural Policy Forum

The 2nd Annual Rural Policy Forum will be held on February 17-19, 2005 at the Tatamagouche Centre. The program includes an overview of trends and issues affecting rural communities, discussion of related policies and research for rural communities, updates on policy change strategies from the 2004 Forum and priorities for action in 2005 and beyond. More details about registration and program are available on the RCIP website www.ruralnovascotia.ca and Coastal Communities Network website www.coastalcommunities.ns.ca
The Rural Policy Challenge

The RCIP Project commissioned a paper from Praxis Research, “The Rural Policy Challenge”, to do the following:

· To identify significant threats to the health and sustainability of

rural communities in Nova Scotia. 

· To describe efforts by community organizations and their partners in 

government and academic institutions to respond to these threats.

· To set out a broad approach for communities and their institutional 
partners to work together to promote healthy and sustainable development in rural areas.
Rick Williams will present an overview of the paper to kick off the Rural Policy Forum on Thursday, February 17th at 7 PM. Participants in the forum will discuss the idea of an overarching policy framework to sustain rural communities.

Policy Change Projects

Three policy change projects were launched after the Rural Policy 
Forum in February 2004 – Harbours and Wharf Management in the Upper Bay of Fundy, Funding for Community Development, and Retention of Health Professionals in Rural Communities. A report on progress will be made at the Rural Policy Forum 2005. At the Forum we will also be hearing about policy change work in these areas - Sustainable Fisheries, Food Security, and Coastal Zone Planning.

Community Training

The RCIP Project is offering free workshops throughout Nova Scotia for community groups interested in changing public policies. This might take the form of changing existing policies that hinder our rural communities or enacting new policies to help them. RCIP has two community trainers – Todd Barr and Andrea Caven - available to work with community groups that are interested in learning more about policy change and how to make it happen. The workshops are as follows:

Session 1:
Introduction to Policy and Policy Change
This session looks at what public policy is, how it affects our everyday lives and how we as citizens can affect policy change.

Session 2:
Research and Policy Change
This session looks at the role of social science research in a community organization’s policy change work.

Session 3:
Using Tools for Doing Social Science Research
This session is about how to access some useful tools in doing social science research as part of policy change work, including how to make best use of RCIP’s website.

Session 4:
Creating a Policy Change Strategy
This session works on actual policy issues that community groups identify for development of a policy change strategy.

If you would like to book a training session for your community group, contact Todd Barr at (902) 494-3094 todd.barr@dal.ca or

Andrea Caven (902) 895-0422 amcaven@eastlink.ca.

Student Training

The RCIP Project will offer Summer Student Internships for the summer of 2005. The internships will provide an opportunity for students interested in learning how to use social science research to influence policy change. Interns will be assigned to work with a policy change project team working on a specific issue related to the health and sustainability of rural communities in Nova Scotia. Students enrolled in universities or colleges in Nova Scotia are invited to apply by contacting Malcolm Shookner, RCIP Project Coordinator, Malcolm.Shookner@dal.ca, or call 902-494-1590.

RCIP Project Evaluation

The RCIP Project has contracted with Horizons Community Development Associates to work with us on the evaluation of the project. A participatory model of evaluation is being used that builds on the strengths and values of everyone involved. All participants in the RCIP Project will have opportunities to express their views at Work Group meetings, focus groups and a web survey. 

RCIP: The Next Five Years

As we begin the fifth year of the RCIP Project, we are looking ahead to the next five years – 2006-2011. This partnership between the Coastal Communities Network and the Atlantic Health Promotion Research Centre is working well enough that we would like to do more work together in support of Nova Scotia’s rural communities. We will be discussing “the next five years” at the Rural Policy Forum 2005. If you have any ideas of what we could be doing in the future, get in touch with the RCIP Project Coordinator, Malcolm Shookner, (902)-494-1590 or Malcolm.Shookner@dal.ca.
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