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Fall 2003 Update

The Rural Communities Impacting Policy Project has some exciting news to report to all participants!

CURA Funding Extension

The RCIP Project has received an extension of its funding for two more years (2004-2006) from the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council. The objectives for the completion period are: 1) to enhance skills, capacities and infrastructure to enable communities to participate in upcoming opportunities for policy consultation; 2) further engagement with CCN members to support policy change strategies; 3) ongoing collection of data in response to community needs; 4) incorporation of feedback to improve student intern and community training programs; 5) communications and knowledge transfer activities for national and international audiences. An in-depth evaluation of the CURA will identify lessons learned, effectiveness of the Rural Report and Rural Tackle Box, and impacts on policies affecting rural communities.  

Rural Report

The long awaited Rural Report, “Painting the Landscape of Rural Nova Scotia”, was released on November 5th at the CCN membership meeting. We had good media coverage of the release on TV, radio and in newspapers. Over 600 copies of the report have been sent out to public libraries, university libraries, legislative libraries, municipalities, local, provincial and federal politicians, the Premier’s office, provincial government departments, district health authorities, community health boards, regional development authorities, non-government organizations, and the Rural Secretariat’s Nova Scotia team. CCN is distributing it to its members upon request to Ishbel Munro. It’s also posted for downloading on the RCIP website: www.ruralnovascotia.ca . Congratulations to all who worked on this report over the past 2 years, especially the Rural Indicators Work Group!

Community Training

RCIP has two community trainers who are available to help community groups learn about policy change and how to make it happen. They are delivering workshops in communities throughout Nova Scotia on these topics: 

Session 1:
Introduction to Policy and Policy Change
This session looks at what public policy is, how it affects our everyday lives, and how citizens can affect policy change.

Session 2:
Research and Policy Change
This session looks at the role of social science research in a community organization’s policy change work.

Session 3:
Using the RCIP Tools for Doing Social Science Research
This session is about how to access useful tools in doing social science research as part of policy change work, including  how to use RCIP’s website – www.ruralnovascotia.ca .

Session 4:
Creating a Policy Change Strategy
This session works on actual policy issues that community groups identify for development of a policy change strategy.

These workshops could be done in two one-day sessions, four (2) two hour session, or a series of evening sessions. They can be customized to suit the particular needs of the sponsoring organizations. They also could be delivered to a number of organizations that are working together on a common policy change issue. If your community group is interested in exploring policy issues and working toward policy change through the RCIP project, please contact Ishbel Munro at 902-485-4754 or coastalnet@ns.sympatico.ca.

Student Training

Four RCIP Student Interns were placed with community sponsors during the summer of 2003 to work on community research projects. These reports will soon be posted on the RCIP website.
Fisheries Policy Research 

(Bay of Fundy Inshore Fishermen’s Association)

Policy Barriers Concerning the Exit, Entrance, and Future Involvement of Women in the Inshore Fishery of Guysborough County

(Guysborough County Inshore Fishermen’s Association)

Re-defining Productivity and Social Well-being Through the lens of Food Banks as Community-based Organizations

(Nova Scotia Community College – Truro Campus)

Developing Affordable Housing for Low-Income, Single Mothers in Rural Communities

(Eastern Shore Family Resources Association)

Policy

CCN identified several policy issues affecting rural communities for the Premier’s Roundtable on Rural Development in April 2003. RCIP’s Policy Work Group has also identified key policy issues affecting rural communities. The RCIP Management Committee is reviewing all of these issues to identify the most important ones for a provincial Policy Forum in February 2004.
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