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Rural Policy Forum: Community Engagement in Policy Change

and RCIP Project Planning Session

February 26-28, 2004 at AgriTech Park, Truro, NS
The Coastal Communities Network (CCN) and the Atlantic Health Promotion Research Centre (AHPRC) at Dalhousie University, partners in the Rural Communities Impacting Policy (RCIP) Project, are co-hosting a Rural Policy Forum and RCIP Project Planning Session on February 26-28, 2004 at AgriTech Park in Truro. The Forum will be of interest to people in communities, universities, colleges, and governments who are working at the local and provincial levels on issues affecting rural communities. Open to any interested parties, the Forum will demonstrate putting “ideas into action” in support of community groups working toward policy change. The purposes of the Forum and planning session are: 

1) to explore key issues affecting rural communities in Nova Scotia; 

2) to determine how social science research can be used to address these issues;

3) to develop policy change strategies that involve community engagement;

4) to make plans for the next two years of the RCIP Project. 

Six policy issues that currently affect many rural communities will be the subject of workshop presentations and discussions:

· The Social and Economic Impact of Wharves and Harbours on Coastal Communities

· Coastal Zone Planning

· Rural Community Health 

· Core Funding for Community Development 

· The Effects of Fisheries Licensing Policies on Coastal Communities 

· Issues and Opportunities for Agriculture

For each issue, a lead group has been identified that is familiar with the issue. Working with these groups, brief background papers will be prepared that describe the issue, identify policy implications, and raise questions for discussion during the workshop sessions. By working through these issues, participants will have a better understanding of how to approach a policy issue and how to contribute to policy development. A plenary session will examine how communities can become more engaged in policy change work. These discussions will set the stage for the next two years of the RCIP Project.
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For more information contact:





Malcolm Shookner

RCIP Project Coordinator

Atlantic Health Promotion Research Centre

Tel: 902-494-1590

E-mail: Malcolm.Shookner@dal.ca 

Overview of Events

Thursday, February 26th, 2004 (7 – 8:30 PM)

Progress Report on Rural Communities Impacting Policy (RCIP) Project

Arthur Bull (CCN) and Renée Lyons (AHPRC)

Co-Directors of the Rural Communities Impacting Policy Project

Presentation: The National Framework for Rural Policy

Keith Cossey, Rural Secretariat, Nova Scotia Team
Panel Discussion: How Policies affect Rural Communities
Representatives from government, university and community talk about rural policy, the political landscape of rural Canada, and how rural communities can get involved in deciding their futures.

Friday, February 27, 2004 (9 AM to 5 PM) 

Rural Policy Forum: Overview of Policy Issues

Concurrent Workshops on Six Issues: clarifying the policy question, identifying the current policy position of government /community, identifying research information needed to be informed about policy options, articulating a policy position with supporting evidence, developing a policy change strategy, finding allies.

Plenary Session on Community Engagement in Rural Policy Development

Building on the workshops discussions, the Plenary Session will focus on ways in which community groups can become more involved in influencing policies that affect the health and sustainability of their communities.

Saturday, February 28, 2004 (9 AM to 3 PM)

RCIP Project Planning Session: Planning for 2004-2006 

This session will provide an opportunity for participants to contribute to plans for the RCIP Project over the next two years, as the emphasis shifts from developing tools, information and resources to community training and policy change work. The agenda will focus on three areas:

· How can the RCIP Project contribute to the policy change agenda for rural communities in Nova Scotia?

· What is the role of Work Groups on Policy, Community Training, Student Training, and Rural Indicators?

· What evaluation strategies should be used to document lessons learned?
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