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RCIP Rural Policy Forum - February 26-28, 2004

Detailed Agenda 

Thursday February 26th
7:00PM

· Progress Report on Rural Communities Impacting Policy (RCIP) Project
· Arthur Bull (CCN) and Renée Lyons (AHPRC) - Co-Directors of the Rural Communities Impacting Policy Project

7:20PM

· Presentation: The National Rural Policy Framework
· Keith Cossey - Rural Secretariat, Nova Scotia Team
7:45PM

· Panel Discussion and Q&A: How Policies affect Rural Communities

Panellists

· Chris Bryant - Director - Decision Support; NS Department of Economic Development

· David Bruce - Director, Rural and Small Town Programme: Mount Allison University

· Alvin Martel - Le Conseil de development economique de la NS

Moderator

· Arthur Bull

These representatives from government, university and community will be talking about rural policy, the political landscape of rural Canada, and how rural communities can get involved in deciding their futures. A question and answer period will follow.

8:30PM

· Reception
 Snacks and cash bar
Friday February 27th
7:30 - 8:30AM
· Breakfast

9:00AM 

· Welcome – Malcolm Shookner – Coordinator, RCIP Project

· Overview of the day’s agenda
· Key themes: Policy change, community engagement, using research, healthy and sustainable communities
· Workshop locations

9:15AM

· Move to workshops

9:30AM

· Concurrent workshops begin

· The Social and Economic Impact of Wharves and Harbours on Coastal Communities

· Coastal Zone Planning

· Rural Community Health 

· Core Funding for Community Development 

· The Effects of Fisheries Licensing Policies on Coastal Communities 

· Issues and Opportunities for Agriculture
Mid-Morning

· Break (when appropriate)
12:00PM

· Lunch

1:00PM

· Concurrent workshops resume

3:00PM

· Workshops conclude & Break

· Workshop teams meet to prepare report for plenary
Friday February 27th (cont’d)

3:30PM 

· Plenary Session - Community Engagement in Policy Change

Moderator
· Renée Lyons
Building on the workshop discussions, the plenary session will focus on ways that community groups can become more involved in influencing policies that affect the health and sustainability of their communities.

Plenary Session Outline
· Highlights from workshops 
 (Each group reports on question one, then question two, etc.)

(Approximately three minutes, per group, per question)

1. What policy change strategies can be developed?

2. How can social science research be used to address these issues?

3. How can communities become more engaged in these policy change strategies?

4. What supports and resources are needed? (E.g. The role of CCN and AHPRC through the RCIP project, other groups that can help, etc.)

· Input towards agenda for RCIP planning session

5:00PM

· Free time

6:00PM

· Supper

· Dessert and coffee

· Digby Neck Quarry - Update

Don Mullin – Partnership for the Sustainable Development of Digby Neck and Islands
8:00 – 10:00PM

· Evening social gathering
Snacks and cash bar
Saturday February 28th
7:30 – 8:30AM

· Breakfast

9:00AM
· Welcome – Ishbel Munro – Executive Director, Coastal Communities Network
· Overview of the day’s agenda

9:10AM
· Group check-in – Ishbel Munro
· A time to reflect on yesterday’s events
10:15AM

· Break

10:30AM
· The RCIP story so far & RCIP in the future

· Lynn Langille - Research Consultant, Atlantic Health Promotion Research Centre
· RCIP objectives and past milestones
· “Where do we go from here?” Objectives for 2004-2006
11:00AM
· Work Group Meetings - The role of the RCIP workgroups (WG) in the future
Introduction

· Malcolm Shookner
The Work Groups

· Policy

· Community Training

· Student Training

· Rural Indicators/Research


Work group participants are invited to discuss three questions

1. What is the future of the WG in the context of the RCIP objectives?

2. What evaluation strategies should be used to document lessons learned?

3. What are the next steps? Roles, responsibilities and the next meeting?

Saturday February 28th (cont’d)

· Those who do not ‘officially belong’ to a WG can join a group whose subject area interests them the most.

· Note-takers and reporters should have already been identified.

12:00PM

· Lunch
· Each WG note-taker and reporter meet to prepare a report for afternoon session
1:00PM 
· Reporting Back – Large Group

Moderator
· Malcolm Shookner

Highlights from the work group meetings
· Each group reports on question one, then question two

(Approximately five minutes per group, per question)

1. What is the future of the WG in the context of the RCIP objectives?

2. What evaluation strategies should be used to document lessons learned?

Discussion about integrating the work

2:30PM
· Wrap-up - next steps – Malcolm Shookner
2:45PM

· The final word - Glanville Travis
3:00PM

· Adjournment
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