To:         Ms Catrina Tapley, Atlantic Fisheries Policy Review

Cc.         The Honourable Geoff Regan, Minister of Fisheries

From:     The Rural Communities Impacting Policy (RCIP) Project

Regarding: A Policy Statement on Owner-Operator Fisheries in Atlantic Canada (please see attached document)


At a Rural Policy Forum, held on February 27th, 2004, it was agreed upon by participants that the ongoing erosion of the Owner-Operator and Fleet Separation policies is a serious threat to social and economic stability, and therefore to health and well being, in coastal-rural Nova Scotia. The Forum participants endorsed a position of support (please see attached document) for fish harvester groups who are attempting to strengthen these policies through your consultation process entitled Preserving the Independence of the Inshore Fleet in Canada’s Atlantic Fisheries. On their behalf, I am sending a copy of this policy statement to you.


Some Forum participants agreed that the public consultations held by the Panel on Preserving the Independence of the Inshore Fleet in Canada’s Atlantic Fisheries were largely targeted towards industry groups. The participants of the Forum wanted to convey to the AFPR and to the Minister that the preservation of the independence of the inshore fishery is a matter of grave concern for many other stakeholders in coastal communities.

The Rural Policy Forum, held in Truro, Nova Scotia on February 26-28th, was sponsored by the Coastal Communities Network (CCN) and the Atlantic Health Promotion Research Centre (AHPRC), partners in the Rural Communities Impacting Policy (RCIP) Project, bringing together close to 100 rural residents, educators, researchers and government officials to find solutions to problems facing the fisheries, wharves and harbours, coastal communities, agriculture, health and community development.


Yours respectfully,


Todd Barr

Research Assistant

Rural Communities Impacting Policy (RCIP) Project

Atlantic Health Promotion Research Centre

Dalhousie University

5523 Spring Garden Rd. - Suite 209

Halifax, NS       B3J 3T1

902-494-3094    Fax: 494-3594

tbarr@tupdean2.med.dal.ca

http://www.ruralnovascotia.ca/index.asp
The addresses for delivery are as follows: 

Atlantic Fisheries Policy Review (AFPR) 

(c/o Catrina Tapley): 

afpr-rppa@dfo-mpo.gc.ca 

Regular mail: Atlantic Fisheries Policy Review 8th Floor 200 Kent St. Ottawa, Ontario 

K1A 0E6 

Fax: (613) 990-4111 

Minister, Fisheries and Oceans 

Min@dfo-mpo.gc.ca 

Regular mail: 

The Honourable Geoff Regan 

HOUSE OF COMMONS 

Minister, Fisheries and Oceans 

Parliament Buildings, Wellington Street 

Ottawa, Ontario 

Canada, K1A 0A6 
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