Healthy and Sustainable Community Development in Nova Scotia
Proposed 2005 Summer Student Policy Change Project

Rural Communities Impacting Policy (RCIP) Project

The Issue in Context

The issue of funding for community-based organizations was raised as part of the RCIP Rural Policy Forum in 2004. The funding issue was redefined as social investment in communities. In December 2004, Nova Scotia’s provincial government adopted a new community development policy that defines the roles of the provincial government in supporting an integrated approach to social, economic, environmental and cultural development in communities. The issue of how provincial departments can change their funding policies (within current programs and expenditures) to support the work of community groups will be addressed when each department uses a “community development lens” to examine its policies and practices. The current proposal for a policy change project on Healthy and Sustainable Community Development in Nova Scotia recognizes this new policy environment. 

The Policy Strategy

Rather than being focussed on policy change, this proposal is oriented towards the implementation of the new policy on community development in Nova Scotia in ways that will support the health and sustainability of rural communities. Ongoing consultations with provincial policy makers indicate an interest in gaining a more comprehensive understanding of the groups involved in local community development across the province.

The Research Proposal

The main purpose of this proposal is to expand on the exploratory research conducted by the RCIP Student Intern in 2004 “to identify community development associations (CDAs) across the province, explore their views of healthy and sustainable communities, better understand the role(s) of CDAs and the perceived challenges in this pursuit, and seek input for recommendations regarding the development of the proposed community development policy in Nova Scotia.”
 Over 150 community development organizations were identified from public sources (the Registry of Joint Stocks, Regional Development Authorities, CCN and community partners).  In order to qualify as CDAs, groups with the words “community development” in their title, mission statement, organizational objectives or guiding principles were selected. Over 80 groups from the original list met these criteria. Of these, 13 representatives of CDAs were interviewed. The findings of this research were considered to be preliminary, due to the sample size. An additional component to this research at the provincial level is the potential role of CCN in a Community Development Network as proposed in the new policy.

This proposal has three components:

1. Use the same survey in 2005 to reach as many of the 70+ organizations that were not surveyed in 2004.

2. Compile a database of CDAs in Nova Scotia.

3. Conduct a comparison of three provincial organizations or networks involved in rural development: Coastal Communities Network (Nova Scotia), Solidaire Rurale (Quebec), and the Ontario Rural Council.

Results

1. An updated and more comprehensive report on grass-roots community development in Nova Scotia for use by policy makers, regional development authorities, community groups, and academic researchers.

2. A database of information about community development organizations in Nova Scotia for use by policy makers, regional development authorities, community groups, and academic researchers.

3. A comparative analysis of mission, activities, membership, and relationships with communities and governments for use by policy makers and Coastal Communities Network.

The Partners

· NS Office of Economic Development (provincial lead on CD Policy)

· Coastal Communities Network

· Atlantic Health Promotion Research Centre, Dalhousie University

· Representatives of RDAs

· Representatives of CDAs

· Representatives of Municipalities

· Interested community members

For more information or to express interest in participating in this project contact:

Malcolm Shookner

RCIP Project Coordinator

Atlantic Health Promotion Research Centre

Tel: (902) 494-1590

Malcolm.Shookner@dal.ca 

Save the Dates

· Partner Day - Wed. April 13, Fisherman’s Wharf, Eastern Passage

· Intern Training Week - “Meeting with Partners” - Fri. April 29 - Hubbards, NS

· Mid-Point Meeting - Wed. July 6, Location TBA

· Intern final meeting - Tues. Aug 16, Location TBA

· Other meetings to be established

More information about the RCIP Internship Program is available on the Project website: http://www.ruralnovascotia.ca/studentintern.asp 

Rural Communities Impacting Policy (RCIP) is a 5-year research project (2001-2006), funded by the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council and co-sponsored by the Atlantic Health Promotion Research Centre at Dalhousie University and the Coastal Communities Network.     www.ruralnovascotia.ca 
� Weiss-Reid, J. (2004) Investigating Healthy and Sustainable Community Development in Nova Scotia. Produced as part of the Rural Communities Impacting Policy Project. Atlantic Health Promotion Research Centre, Dalhousie University. Available on-line at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.ruralnovascotia.ca/comdevelop.asp" ��http://www.ruralnovascotia.ca/comdevelop.asp�  





� Participants in the Community Development Workshops at Rural Policy Forums 2004 and 2005, and CD Project Advisory Team 2004 will be invited to participate in this project.
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