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Issue
The Coastal Coalition of Nova Scotia (CCNS) is dedicated to working towards sustainable and rational use of Nova Scotia’s coastal areas. Issues that the coalition is working on are: inappropriate coastal development, lack of traditional coastal access and loss of habitat. The coalition has a strong base of community participants and local environmental organizations. Strategically, the Coalition needs to increase its exposure to local municipal representatives since much of the policy that guides development in the coastal zone is coordinated through land-use by laws and municipal planning. 

Policy Change Strategy 
Recognizing the power that municipal government holds in relation to land development in coastal areas, we have developed a draft Statement of Provincial Interest (SPI) for Coastal Areas. A SPI is a provincially legislated guiding principle that, once passed by the province, is implemented at the municipal level. These statements are most often passed when they come as a resolution from the Union of Nova Scotia Municipalities. (implying buy-in) CCNS is at the point where it needs to increase the awareness of the UNSM about coastal development issues, how a SPI or similar province-wide initiatives could help, and get input back from UNSM members about strategies for sustainable use of the coastal zone.
Intern activities
The intern will hold meetings and interviews in various South Shore municipalities to talk about the challenges and successes of coastal management. 

The intern would also be forming links between municipal government representatives to encourage sharing of experiences and best practices in coastal management & planning. 

RCIP would coordinate the internship overall, with initial community partners being the Coastal Coalition and the Ecology Action Centre (EAC). The EAC can offer office space in Halifax, background information and resources and guidance from the Coastal Coordinator. 
IMPORTANT: Besides the Coastal Coalition, other key academic, community, or government contacts connected to the south shore or the issues described are also needed to offer support for the intern.
Results
The meetings and final report would increase the exposure of the Coastal Coalition, increase dialogue on coastal issues among municipalities, and get the members of the UNSM thinking about integrated management approaches for coastal areas. The work of the internship would directly assist with moving towards passing a SPI in the future (or some similar type of development) and generally increasing dialogue about coastal development issues at the municipal level. The final report would serve as a resource for both community groups and municipalities and would highlight progressive work at the municipal level.
Please respond ASAP with your interest to:

Malcolm Shookner




Sean Weseloh McKeane
Coordinator - RCIP Project



Coordinator - Coastal Issues Committee, Ecology 902-494-1590 





Action Centre

malcolm.shookner@dal.ca 



Member - Coastal Coalition of Nova Scotia








902-422-0199

coastal@ecologyaction.ca 
Corey Towes

Rural Researcher - RCIP Project

902-494-1689

cr495653@dal.ca 
Save the Dates

· Partner Day - Wed. April 13, Fisherman’s Wharf, Eastern Passage

· Intern Training Week - “Meeting with Partners” - Fri. April 29 - Hubbards, NS

· Mid-Point Meeting - Wed. July 6, Location TBA

· Intern final meeting - Tues. Aug 16, Location TBA

· Other meetings to be established

More information about the RCIP Internship Program is available on the Project website: http://www.ruralnovascotia.ca/studentintern.asp 
Rural Communities Impacting Policy (RCIP) is a 5-year research project (2001-2006), funded by the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council and co-sponsored by the Atlantic Health Promotion Research Centre at Dalhousie University and the Coastal Communities Network.     www.ruralnovascotia.ca 
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